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17. (a) In the story The Merchant of Venice, what was inside the silver casket?  1 
  (i) Portia’s portrait   (iii) fool’s head 
  (ii) gold   (iv) precious stone 
 (b) What was the most important day of Helen Keller’s life?    1 
  (i) the day she met Anne Sullivan (iii) the day she broke her doll 
  (ii) the day she could walk  (iv) the day she was named 
 
18. (a) The author of the fiction The Paper Plague stated that people under the threat of famine 

can behave like beasts. How far is the statement true about human nature, especially in the 
times of  pandemic or crises?      (Word limit 50 - 75)  4 

 
      OR       
 

(b) Education empowered Helen Keller who had overcome many obstacles in her life. Based 
on your own experiences, describe how education has helped you to become a better 
individual.       (Word limit 50 - 75)  4
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